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From The Superintendent’s Desk — By Dr. Plas 

March 2017 — Issue 7 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

March is here!  I love the hope and enthusiasm that March brings when people start getting outside, the days get longer, and the 

doldrums of winter become a distant memory.  In education, March is the month we start to think about not only finishing the 

year strong but preparing to be even better next year.  With that mind, we have several projects slated for the summer months 

to improve our facilities and our educational materials.  Here is a short list with a few of our major projects: 

1. Upgrading our technology in the district with the addition of desktop computers, Chromebooks, and iPad’s. 

2. Replacing the hallway carpet at Platte Center. 

3. Replacing the fire system at Platte Center. 

4. Remodeling two classrooms in the Lakeview building. 

5. Replacing the lagoon at Lakeview with a septic system. 

6. Replacing a poorly functioning well at Lakeview. 

7. Replacing the textbooks and materials in our Ag, Industrial Technology, and Family Consumer Science curriculums. 

8. Replacing some outdated furniture at all three buildings. 

9. Repairing parking lot issues at Platte Center. 

10. Upgrading the internet connection at Platte Center. 

11. Additional routine maintenance, painting, and upkeep. 

 

As you can see, we are continuing our commitment to providing our students with a great education and up-dated facilities.  

Improvement and growth are the most important aspects of education and we are committed to that not only in the class-

rooms but with our facilities! 
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Oh, The Places They Can Go! 
By Steve Borer Principal 

 

 

 

 

Here at Lakeview Jr.-Sr. High School we are making a determined effort to provide our stu-

dents with career and college experiences at an early age. I am convinced if students have these op-

portunities at an early age they are going to have a better idea of what they want to be and where 

they want to go in their life.  

When students begin to think about these career opportunities they begin to formulate a 

mental map of where they want to go and how they will get there. This type of thinking leads to a 

relevant education for our students and it gives them a purpose or a goal, and purpose gives way to 

motivation.  This type of guidance and exploration is a vital component to a well balanced educa-

tion. 

In 7th and 8th grade, Lakeview students get the opportunity to take exploratory classes. 

These classes give students a chance to explore their interests and enhance their knowledge and 

skills in areas they may not normally experience.  These exploratory experiences help our students 

assess their own skills and interests and begin to develop the map for their next stage of High 

School education. 

 Included in the 7th grade exploratory rotation is a class titled Careers. In the Careers class, 

7th graders explore careers of interest, take interest inventories and take skills assessments. All of 

which help them form a better idea of “the places they can go.”  The future is theirs and at Lake-

view Jr.-Sr. High School we hope to provide opportunities and experiences which help guide stu-

dents to their future career.  

As a part of our career curriculum sequence at Lakeview Jr. High School each year our 8th 

graders attend the Career Opportunities Fair at Central Community College.  The Career Oppor-

tunity Fair is scheduled for a date in mid March.  

The Career Fair consists of two main events:  

 

 “Hands-On” Career Exploration Activities. There are several different businesses repre-

senting various career clusters at the event. These businesses will present activities which 

are hands-on and students get the opportunity to experience various careers in an inter-

active manner. 

 

Career & Life Skills Activities.  There are also interactive group activities that include: 1. In-

terviewing Techniques; 2, Dress for Success Interview & Job Hunting Attire; 3. Money 

Smart Financial Education Life Skills; and 4. Job Application Process.  

 

As students move from Junior High to High School, students are introduced to the “soft 

skills” necessary for a successful life and career.  In 9th grade English, Mrs. Legenza partners with the 

Platte County Extension agency and teaches a grant supported program where students cover a 

curriculum from the popular book titled “Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens.” This curriculum 

is beneficial for helping students understand the “soft skills” needed to work with people.  Although 

the “hard skills” may help people get a job, it is the “soft skills” that will help them keep their job 

and gain promotions.   
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All 9th graders at Lakeview also get to experience a program called “Reality 101” where our 

9th grade students participate in a “real life” game simulation. The program is made possible through 

a partnership with our local Columbus Chamber of Commerce “Drive 4 Five” program. Students 

choose a career, are given an average salary in that career and must budget their income taking in 

consideration such things as mortgage, insurance, car payments, day care and the many cost of living 

expenses we all must consider. The simulation is truly “Reality 101” for many of our 9th grade stu-

dents. This years “Reality 101” event will take place in April  

To complete the curriculum sequence in Career Education at Lakeview, students in the 11th 

grade again have the opportunity to take a Career Exploration class. During this time in their High 

School experience they should have a better idea of where they want to go in the future and the Ca-

reers class gives them one more chance to solidify these decisions or continue exploring options be-

fore making lofty college or career choices their senior year.  

We are confident that these educational experiences are a tremendous benefit for our stu-

dents, and we are excited that they have the chance to participate in these events. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to give me a call.  

 

ACT test- Planning and Preparations 
Steve Borer, Principal 
On April 19th all Juniors are taking the ACT test.  Several of our staff members are currently receiving train-

ing on how to administer the ACT test.  Taking and administering the ACT is very different than taking and 

administering the NeSA state tests. The ACT is a national test for the use of college admissions and the re-

sults of the ACT can have a large impact on college acceptance and college funding.   

With this being said ACT is very stringent on the test security and procedures which must be followed  

when  administering the test.  All ACT tests throughout the nation must administered in the exact same  way 

in order to keep the test fair and accurate for all students.  

Students who are Special Education students on an IEP may receive accommodations, but these accommoda-

tions must be approved by ACT. 

When school administer the ACT test there cannot be any interruptions, no bells, no passing times nothing 

that might interrupt the test.  The ACT is a timed test and we must follow a structured time table provided 

to us by ACT.  

School on April 19th will follow a “testing day” schedule.  School will be dismissed after the testing which will 

be about 1:00pm.  The “testing day will include the following: 

 7th -8th graders- take NeSA Reading and NeSA Math test 

 9th graders- Attend College visitation day- CCC and Wayne State 

 10th graders- take Pre-ACT test 

 11th graders- take the ACT 

12th graders- students failing classes must attend to complete assignments  
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Congratulations to Eli Osten for being selected as the January, Junior 

High Student of the Month. Eli is recognized for giving his best effort in 

his academics and helping other students out when they need help. 

Awesome job Eli!! 

 

Congratulations to Megan Morton for being selected as the January, 

High School Student of the Month. Megan is recognized for having a 

positive attitude, for working hard, and for her courage when trying 

something new. Great job Megan! 

March is Youth Art Month and the Columbus Public library is organizing an area wide dis-

play for 6th - 12th grade art. The exhibit will be on display in the Gallery found in the 

lower level of the Columbus Public Library from March 1 - April 10. Lakeview students, 

along with other art students from the surrounding area will have their original art work 

on display.  Make sure you take the time to check it out!  

Hailey Sigala is the next "Artist of the Month!" 

Hailey is a senior in the advanced art class and 

is the daughter of Amber Limbach. Hailey said 

this about her art, "I'm very particular about my 

art so I started over several times.  Art is my 

escape from all things wrong."  
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  Lakeview FFA Alumni Holds Annual Meeting   

 

The Lakeview FFA Alumni Affiliate recently held its annual meeting and awards banquet at Wunderlich’s 

Catering in Columbus.  The group celebrated the past year’s successes and made plans for continued sup-

port of the Lakeview FFA Chapter in the future.  Approximately thirty FFA supporters were in attendance.  

Highlights of the evening were the presentation of awards that were received at the Nebraska FFA Alumni 

Convention in Kearney.  Nine Lakeview FFA Alumni members attended the convention and sponsored the 

entertainment on the opening evening of the convention.  At the state awards ceremony the Lakeview FFA 

Alumni Affiliate received the top silver award for Outstanding Affiliate.  Lakeview FFA Alumni members 

Russ and Shari Freeman were honored at the state convention for their active role in the Lakeview affiliate.  

Craig Franzen presented them with their Robert “Bob” Clausen Outstanding Member Award at the local 

banquet.  Congratulations Mr. & Mrs. Freeman. 
 

 
 

Notes from the Vocal Music Department 

 
Mark your calendars now and contact a Viking Voices member soon to get your tickets 

for the upcoming Viking Voices Dinner Concert.  The concert will be held on Saturday, 

March 18th.  The evening will feature a three course dinner complete with song and dance from the 

Viking Voices with the theme “Life’s Lyrics”.  Plan now to attend! 
 

 The 7th grade boys basketball had 20 boys partici-

pate this year.   The Lakeview teams finished their 

season with the A – Team having a record of 8-2 

and the B team finishing at 7-2.   The A-team won 

the Fullerton tournament by defeating the host 

school 47-14 in the first game and defeated David 

City Aquinas 47-28 in the championship 

game.  Coaches for this year's teams were Dan 

Schiefelbein as the head coach and Jeremy Killham 

the assistant coach.  
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Dear Parents and Students, 

 One of my goals for this school year is to have students registered for the fall early so 

that their schedules can be finalized before the summer break. This will allow the students 

plenty of time to change schedules if needed. Because of this our initial registration took place 

in February. During registration, I was able to present Lakeview’s Conquest Program to the 

sophomore and junior classes. The Conquest Program is a partnership with Central Communi-

ty College that will allow Lakeview students to get a head start on gaining college credits 

while still in high school. Through the Conquest Program students can choose to take general 

studies classes as well as classes designed to fit a career in health sciences. If you have any 

questions about registration or the Conquest Program feel free to contact me. 

Bill Johnson 

Sophomores and Juniors meet with representatives from colleges across the state, region, and 

nation during upcoming College Fairs across Nebraska. 

If you’re a junior, this is the ideal time to narrow down the list of colleges that might be a good 

fit for you. If you’re a sophomore, use this event to kick-start your college planning.  

 Lincoln Area College Fair 

Sunday, March 19 

1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Southeast Community College –  Lincoln 

Grand Island Area College Fair 

Sunday, March 26 

1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Pinnacle Bank Expo Center 

Scottsbluff Area College Fair 

Sunday, April 2 

1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Western Nebraska Community College 

Omaha Area College Fair 

Sunday, April 9 

1:00-3:00 p.m. 

University of Nebraska at Omaha – Sapp Fieldhouse 

Tri-State Area College Fair 

Sunday, April 23 

1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Marina Center, South Sioux City, NE 

Admission is free. 

Before you attend a College Fair, register for a barcode at NebraskaCollegeFairs.org.  Print the 

barcode—or save it to your smartphone—and take it to the fair so college representatives can 

scan your demographic information. 

https://www.educationquest.org/events/lincoln-area-spring-college-fair/
https://www.educationquest.org/events/grand-island-area-spring-college-fair/
https://www.educationquest.org/events/scottsbluffgering-area-spring-college-fair/
https://www.educationquest.org/events/omaha-area-spring-college-fair/
https://www.educationquest.org/events/tri-state-area-spring-college-fair/
http://www.nebraskacollegefairs.org/
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PLATTE CENTER STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART!!!!! 
 

On February 6th and 8th, 2017 Platte Center Elementary students, K-6th grades participated in 

the annual Jump Rope for Heart program. This program is sponsored by the American Heart Associa-

tion in schools through out the nation. Each year the American Heart Association asks each school na-

tion wide to participate in this program to help fight heart disease and stroke. The students at Platte 

Center Elementary have shown a great interest in this program and worked hard to raise funds to help 

in the fight against heart disease and stroke. This year Platte Center Elementary had 120 students par-

ticipate, with 47 of those students turning in money donations for the American Heart Association. This 

year Platte Center Elementary raised $2,095.54 to help fund research and programs in and around our 

community fighting heart disease and stroke. This year as Jump Rope for Heart coordinator I chal-

lenged the students to work as hard as they could to earn funds. I am very pleased to announce that the 

1st grade class at Platte Center Elementary collected the most money donations. The 1st grade turned in 

a total of $776.54 as a class for this year’s Jump Rope for Heart event. Congratulations 1st grade, an out-

standing effort!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

I would also like to recognize this year’s top money raisers at Platte Center Elementary. Normal-

ly it is a pretty close race when it comes to determining the top money raiser and this year was close 

again. Daniel Borgmann, a 1st grader turned in the most money with $170.00. Daniel will receive a 

recognition letter from the American Heart Association and a medal for his hard work and efforts to pro-

mote healthy lifestyles. Congratulations Daniel!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

As this years JRFH coordinator, I would like to thank all of the students for their hard work and 

efforts. It’s a total school effort and these students showed a lot of excitement and enthusiasm about 

participating in this year’s Jump Rope for Heart. I would also like to thank all the teachers and parents 

for all your help in getting the money back to me so quickly. By doing this I was able to get the money 

sent off to the American Heart Association as soon as possible and the students prizes can be sent to re-

ward their efforts. The prizes came in and have been given to the students who earned them. I look for-

ward to next years Jump Rope for Heart and teaching the students to be physically fit and healthy for a 

lifetime.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chris Thoms 

Health and Physical Education Teacher 

Platte Center Elementary 
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Happy Valentine’s Day and almost spring from the Preschool children! February is a month of 

learning about mail in our classroom. This past week the students received a 

booklet that taught them about how the U.S. Postal System works. They created 

their own mail for each other and the Big Room kids. They made letters, put 

them in envelopes, glued on address labels (photos of the receiver) and stamps. 

Next they mailed their letters in their mailboxes and put the red flag up. Then a 

mailperson picked up the letters for the day and took it to the post office area in our room. 

The post master cancelled the stamps. Finally, the mail was delivered. It is truly fun learning 

experience for the children; and in this day and age of technology, a good reminder of how 

regular mail actually works! 

  

The Little Room Students, grades K-2, have been busy working on their crea-

tive writing for the Gathering of Talents at Concordia University, Seward, in 

early April. Their stories are getting more creative as we take the time to 

proofread and add more details. They also enjoyed many math, reading and 

writing activities as we celebrated the 100th day of school. Each student 

brought in a collection of one hundred items. Everyone enjoyed seeing many different collec-

tions and how the size of their collection differed. They were asked to count one hundred of 

each snack item to create a tasty treat. 

  

The Middle Room Students, grades 3-5, are learning about energy in sci-

ence. We conducted experiments on the transfer of energy, observing the 

many kinds of energy in motion, and measuring our own energy use in 

calories. We are learning to write complex and compound sentences to 

make our writing more interesting as we get ready to submit writing for the Gathering of Tal-

ents. We will also use our singing talent for the Gathering, and plan to put together a Middle 

Room chorus.  Stop to see the beautiful gems that God is refining us into through the study 

of His Word, our daily prayer, and the amazing people who demonstrate their faith life to us. 

  

The Big Room Students, grades 6-8, have been enjoying tessering (time and 

space traveling) through the Universe. We have visited some interesting places. 

Some of them friendly and some of them hostile. We have also been traveling 

to Madagascar for National Lutheran Schools Week. We have learned interest-

ing facts and about the poverty there. Keeping in line with our journeying theme, in English 

we are studying Transitive Verbs which has the action traveling from one noun to another. We 

recently returned from Camp Omega in Minnesota, where we enjoyed 3 days of our Out-

door Education adventure with Pastor Birtell and Ms. Warneke. We learned winter survival 

skills as well as having fun playing broom ball and tubing. We are now practicing parts and mu-

sic for our Musical, “The Bible Tells Me So Show”, which we will present during worship on 

March 5th. 
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   Kindergarten Round Up      

Friday, April 7th  

Shell Creek: 8:00am-9:30am  

Platte Center: 1:30pm-3:00pm 

If your child does not plan to attend Kindergarten in the Lakeview Distirct, 
please call the District Office at 402-564-8518 as soon as posible.   

State law requires a child to have reached his or her fifth (5th) birthday on or before July 31st of the current year.  
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Lost items? We have an abundance of  lost 

items in the school offices.  Please stop in 

when you are at one of  the elementary 

schools or Junior-Senior High School and 

claim what might belong to you or your child.  

We encourage you to mark your child’s items 

for easy identification.  
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